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ADVERTISBMENT,n- 
13 H E publication W this plain Jifcorle 


may be thought, perhaps, to need an 
apology : the following letter contains all the 
author hath to offer; and at the ſame time is 
Tuch an atteſtation to the character given of the 


deceaſed as in juſtice to his memory * not 


to be ſuppreſſed. = Ny 


To the Rev. Dr. ASHWORTH, at Daventry. 


« Rev. and dear SIR, 


0 IN conſequence of ſome nn held 
6 ** yeſterday, after the Afternoon Service, by 
the congregation of the Old Meeting in this 

d town, I am deſired to preſent you with their 
* ſincere thanks for the Sermon you preached 
eto them the Lord's day before, upon occay 
ſſon of the death of my late dear brother, | 
e the Rev. Mr. Clark. They alſo make it 


te their earneſt and unanimous requeſt that you 


« would print it. I heartily join my friends 
e in this requeſt, as well as in cordial thanks 
ce for your very acceptable ſervices among us. 
J am till the more defirous of your printing 
« your Sermon, as I am perſuaded: the ſhort 


te ſketch which the narrow bounds of a funeral 
2 & diſcourſe 


11 
40 diſcourſe permitted you to give us of the 
character and miniſterial labours of my late 
«« moſt worthy brother, may be of uſe to 
« young miniſters ; and, indeed, to many of 


* longer ſtanding too. We hope and wiſh 


« that nothing may prevent your kind com- 
«« pliance with the requeſt we make to you 


% with an unanimous importunity. 


« Long-may your comforts and uſefulneſs 
be continued. I am, with great ſincerity 
« and eſteem, 


SIR, 


£2 Your moft humble Servant, 


; Ws 
BikMINGHAM, be Yong... 
Dec, 25, 1769. N 


W. Ho wWw˖ IIR 


— — — — 


A e 
S E R M ON 
On the DEATH of 


The Rev. Mr. Banner Gaede 


| HAT an affecting Scene is this! A 

congregation of mourners ! Sadneſs on 
every countenance, and all the marks of deep 
and heart-felt forrow ! —— and the cauſe 
— how juſt! A loſs, fo great ! fo extenſive ! 
ſo ſudden and unexpected! My heart, Sirs, 
ſinks within me when I look around me, and 
think of the occaſion of my appearing among 
you this day. I am diſtreſſed for you; I 
am diſtreſſed for myſelf : you have loſt a 


moſt able, faithful, wiſe, and tender Paſ- 


tor; I, a ſincere affectionate and faithful 
friend. Let me intreat you to exerciſe can- 
dour towards me; and in pity to me, and 
in kindneſs to yourſelves, to join in a fervent 
prayer to Almighty God, that he would 
aſſiſt me in the difficult ſervice aſſigned me; 
would direct me to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, 
and enable me to act the part of a ſkilful in- 

B terpreter 


of his providence, which we are now to con- 
ſider. This, I preſume, is what you deſire; 
not that I ſhould amuſe you, or pronounce a 
panegyrick on the deceaſed ; but point, out 
your duty, and the improvement you ſhould 
make of the awful event you ſo deeply bewail. 
This, in dependence on God for his aſſiſtance 
and bleſſing, I would humbly attempt; in 
which view I recolle& no words in which I 
can ſo properly addreſs . as thoſe which Uh 
find | 
Hz B. xlii. 7. 

Remember them which have the rule over you, 
who have ſpoken unto you the word of God : whoſe 
faith follow, con/i raked the end of their converſa- 


tion: 


Vet the paſſage would have been Rin more 
ſuitable to the occaſion, if our tranſlation had 
been exact. The general air of the ſentence, 
and eſpecially the concluding members of it, 
ſhew, that the perſons recommended to the 
regards of the Hebrew Chriſtians were no 
longer with them, and would officiate among 
them no more. It ſhould therefore have been 
rendered, | 

Remember them who have had the rule woer you, 
who have ſpoken unto you the word of God : whoſe 
| faith 


| [ 3] 
faith follows confidering rhe end of their converſe 


tion. 
In diſcourſing on theſe words I wall endea- 


vour to illuſtrate, 

Firſt, The office here 1 to Chriſtian 
Miniſters: | 

Secondly, The regards which their people 
are required to maintain to them when they 
are removed by death : and, 

Thirdly, The motive * which theſe regards 
are enforced. * 

Firſt, Let us for a few moments attend to 
the view here given of the office of Chriſtian 
Miniſters, and the relation in which they ſtand 
to their people: they. have the rule over them, 
and ſpeak unto them the word of God. 

1. They are deſcfibed as ruling the church. 
Not that they are Lords over God's heri- 
tage,” or are to preſcribe and command in their 
own right. We neither poſſeſs, nor deſire to 
exerciſe, a magiſterial authority. As we claim 
no part of your property, but what you your- 
ſelves deem a reaſonable acknowledgment for 
our labours among you; and as we by no 
means pretend to direct you in your ſecular 
affairs, or the management of your buſineſs and 
families; ſo we do not deſire to dictate to you 
even in matters of religion, to preſcribe ar- 
* ,* 23 Pot. ve 4, 


wo _ tides 


„ » 
ALicles of faith, forms of worſhip, or rules of 
behaviour, as tho' * ve had dominion over 
your faith,” or a power to bind your con- 
ſciences. It belongs, indeed, to our office to 
tell you plainly what we apprehend to be truth 
and duty, and to ſupport what we fay by the 
beſt arguments we can produce ; but, having 
done this, we have no authority to compel 
your aſſent or practice; but muſt: leave the 
matter to your underſtandings and conſciences 
in the fight of God. We. preach not 
ourſelves, bat Chrift Feſus the Lord,” to whom, 
as head of the church, unlimited faith and o- 
| bedience are due both from us and you; and 
hit ourſelves your ſervants for Jeſus ſake,” 
| Nevertheleſs, Chriſtian Miniſters are often 
i deſcribed as having ſome Kind of authority, or 
li preſidency and guidance, in the church. It is 
= required as a neceſſary qualification of a Biſhop 
| 4 © that he rule well his own houfe, with all 
| gravity, having his children in ſubjection, for 
N if a man know not how to rule his own houſe, 
il How ſhall he take care of the church of God?“ 
The“ elders that rule,” or preſide, well, are 
ſpoken of as worthy of double honour :” 
and it is not to be imagined that St. Paul ex- 
_ cited Titus to an act of uſurpation, when N. | 


d z Cor. i. 24, © 2 Cor. ir. 2 1 Tim: iii, 4, 5. v. 17+ 


2 
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1331 | 
bad him © ſpeak, exhort and rebuke with 
all authority,” as one who was authorized to 
deliver the directions and orders of Chriſt. 
Goſpel miniſters are not only, as other Chriſti- 


ans are, to believe in Chriſt and obey him; 


but to bear alſo a commiſſion under him, a 
commiſſion which has dignity and influence 
annexed to it; to preſide in publick aſſemb- 
lies, to lead the devotions and guide the coun- 
cils of the church. They are guides; for ſo 
the margin reads the word which we tranſlate 
Rulers. Accordingly, as ſhepherds, they are 
to go before the flock ; as. officers, to train and 
marſhal the ſoldiers of Chriſt, and to give them 
the word of command, in his name as their 
common General. Hence it is that ,private 
Chriſtians are required not. only to love their 
miniſters, and * be kindly affectioned towards 
them, as brethren ; but to pay ſome degree of 
reverence to their character, as perſons who 
bear a reſpectable office under the captain of 
their ſalvation. There never was a. man leſs 
diſpoſed to encourage an exorbitant prieſtly 
power than the Apoſtle Paul ; yet he exhorts 
Chriſtians in private life not. only * to re- 
ceive their miniſters with all gladneſe, and to 
hold them in reputation; but to obey thoſe 

that 


f Tit. ii. 15. t Rom, xii. 10. b Philip. ii. 29. 
1 Heb. xiii, 17. 


(- GY 
that have the rule over them, and ſubmit 
themſelves.” But I add, 
| | 2. They are deſcribed as ſpeaking the word 
| of God. 
This might be faid of the Apoſtles with pe- 
| culiar propriety, as they received the ſpirit 
which is from God that they might know the 
b things which are freely given unto us by him ; 
| 
| 


which things they ſpake, not in the words 
which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth.” 
It appears likewiſe that miraculous gifts and 
| powers were in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity 
1 | communicated to many others beſides the A- 
ll poſtles: undoubtedly to prophets and evan- 
| geliſts; and, probably, to moſt of thoſe who 
were employed as paſtors and teachers; tho 
8 none of theſe might, like the Apoſtles, have a 
it compleat view of the goſpel by immediate re- 
| | velation, nor be under a plenary (er in 
f preaching i it. | 
Of whatever rank, therefore, thoſe mini- 
ſters were of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, t 
probable they had extraordinary divine mom 
nation. But we pretend to nothing of this 
kind, nor require you to regard our aſſertions 
as coming from God. We have, however, 
his word in our hands; and, by a faithful uſe 


k 1 Cor. ii. 12, 13. 


"EI 


of our acquaintance with the ſacred languages , 
by an attentive, and, we hope, an impartial 
ſtudy of its general deſign, and a diligent com- 
pariſon of one part of it with another : by cloſe 
meditation, and peruling the labours of wile, 
learned, and holy, tho' uninſpired men, who 
have taken pains to explain it ; by fervent 
prayer to be guided of God, and an honeſt at- 
tention to the light he may afford us, we la- 
bour to diſcover the meaning of ſcripture ; and 
e we hope we are not of thoſe who corrupt the 
word of God ; but as of ſincerity, as of God, 
as in the fight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt.” 
Yet, ſince with our utmoſt care and pains we 
dare not be confident that all we fay is right, 
vue deſire you to examine for yourſelves, being 
never better pleaſed than when you ſearch the 
ſcriptures daily. For we do not pretend to 
bring you a new revelation ; or to be infallible 
interpreters of that already given. Neverthe- 
leſs, it was faid of perſons who were no more 
inſpired than ourſelves, * * the prieſts lips 
ſhould preſerve knowledge, and they ſhould 
ſeek the law at his mouth, for he is the meſ- 
ſenger of the Lord of hoſts :” and ſo far as we 
adhere to the ſacred oracles, ſaying no other 
things than thoſe which Moſes and the pro- 
: phets, Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, have faid, 
' 2 we 


12 Cor. ii. 17. v Malac. ii 7. 


LY 
we claim your regards, not as to conjectures, 
or reaſonings of our own, but to the word of 
God ; and muſt take the liberty to warn you, 
that you neglect it at your peril, 
Having thus confidered the office aſſigned 
in the text to chriſtian miniſters, I proceed 
Secondly, To point out the regards which 
their people are required to maintain to them 
when they are removed by death. Remember 
them who have had the rule over you, who have 
. ſpoken unto you the word of God, whoſe faith fol- 
low. The duty of a people in ſuch a caſe is 
here pointed out in three important articles: 
The text calls upon them, 
I. To retain a regard for their memory. 
You will obſerve the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking 
to Chriſtian congregations concerning their 
deceaſed miniſters. He 1s not addrefling their 
ſurviving relatives. They ſeldom need an ex- 
hortation to remember the partners of their 
blood, and the objects of their moſt affectionate 
regards, eſpecially ſuch as have been ſingularly 
wiſe and faithful, tender and kind. A thou- 
ſand occaſions will be painful monitors to 
them, to bring the object of their affection 
to mind, and indeed the aching heart does not 
want a monitor. 
But the wound which is cauſed by the death 
of more diſtant friends, however painful at 
firſt, 


(91 | 

firſt, is generally more light and ſooner heal- 
ed; perhaps too ſoon, before the falutary ends 
are anſwered, for which it was given. The 
text ſuppoſes that a people may too quickly 
forget thoſe who have liboured among them 
in the word and doctrine; and therefore calls 
upon them to cheriſh the remembrance of them. 

Indeed to remember them is a tribute due 
to the worth and excellence of their charac- 
ter, and a proper expreſſion of gratitude to 
him, * who made them able miniſters of the 
New Teſtament ; it may fix on the mind the 
ſacred truths they have delivered, and render 
their examples of great and laſting advantage. 
There is a kind of mechanical and in- 
ſtinctive remembrance, ſuggeſted by natural 
affection; and this, in the preſent caſe, muſt 
ſurely be vivid and permanent. But that re- 
membrance which the text recommends, is a 
virtue; it muſt therefore be voluntary; re- 
tained with deſign, and directed to ſome va- 
luable end. Suffer then the word of exhorta- 
tion: let it be matter of intention and ſtudy to 
place before your minds the images of thoſe 
who have had the rule over you. Often think 
within yourſelves, and mention to each other 
what they ſaid, and what they did. You are 
witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, 
C and 

a 2 Cor, iii. 6. * 1 The. ii. 10. 
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+ and unblameably they behaved. themſelves 
among you : would it be decent, would it be 
friendly, or wiſe, or grateful, to forget ” what 
manner of men they were among you for your 
fakes? No, one and another of you will 
ſurely fay, 1 ſhall never forget them ; 
I ſhall carry an affectionate and mournful 
remembrance of them through life.“ I 
doubt it not. But then conſider, in what 
view, and to what purpoſe, you ſhould remem- 
ber them; which leads me to add, 

2. When a people are recollecting their de- 
ceaſed. miniſters they ſhould place before 
their minds the idea of them as diſcharging 
the peculiar duties of their character. 

Diſtinguiſhing names were early given to 
the officers of the church; fo that the Hey 
brew Chriſtians would eafily have known 
whom the Apoſtle meant, had he called them 
Miniſters, Elders, or Biſhops : but he choſe to 
point them out by a deſcription of their cha- 
racter, ſuggeſting thereby the views in which 
he thought it was peculiarly. proper their 
ſurviving friends ſhould recolle& them. Re- 
member them who have had the rule over 
you, and have — unto you the word of 
eo. W | 

A W 
41 Theſ. i. 51 | 


ew [nt 1 a 
- Remember them, Sirs, who have Bad the ruk 
over you. Recolle& the ſolemnity, the ge- 
nuine warmth of heart, the rational and manly 
piety, in a word, the propriety and dignity 
with which they conducted your publick de- 
votions : with what an apparent awe of God; 
with what ah affectionate ſenſe of his good- 
neſs and mercy through a Redeemer, * as 
though they had ſeen him who is inviſible : 
with what a vigorous flow of benevolent and 
kind affections: with what plainneſs, fimpli- 
city, and ſtrength of langua e; while every 
thing in their manner made it impoflible to 
fufpe& they were merely acting a part, or ever 
conceived and uttered a prayer, in which their 
hearts were not deeply engaged. Recollect 
the coolneſs, the gentleneſs, the moderation, 
the meekneſs of wiſdom, with which they 
preſided in the deliberations and councils of 
the church ;—the tenderneſs, prudence, and 
publick ſpirit, with which paſtoral inſpeQion 
and government have been maintained. 
Remember them who have had the rule 
over you, at ſpeaking to you the word of God. 
Call to mind the pains they have taken to 
eftabliſh its authority. The teſtimonies 
of the Lord being their own delight, and th- 
men of their counſel,” they were ſolicityuus i 


| C 2 
1 Heb, xi. zj. © Jam. iii. 112. PCe 
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you might know the certainty of thoſe things, 
in which you have been inſtructed.” Recol- 
le& their maſterly defences of our holy reli- 
gion, when they ſet themſelves profeſſedly to 
ſtate its evidence; and the many pertinent 
remarks, to evince its truth, which they have 
made on its nature and genius, the character 
and circumſtances of its firſt preachers, and 
other articles of the like kind, as proper occa- 
ſions preſented themſelves. | 
# Bear in mind the reſpect with which 4 
always treated the word of God: the unat- 
fected ſolemnity with which they read it in 
publick ; and that, far from quoting it in a 
trifling manner, or making any ludicrous al- 
luſions to it in converſation, they ever mani- 
feſted ſuch regard to it, as ſhewed that it 
filled them both with awe and with delight. 

You know that they maintained the word 
of God to be the ſupreme and only infallible 
rule of faith and manners, in compariſon with 
which the opinions of the wiſeſt, the moſt 
learned, and the beſt of men, and the creeds 
and deciſions of the moſt venerable councils 
are of no authority: that it was their great 
concern in the whole of their miniſtrations, to 
lead you to form a ſcriptural religion ; * * that 
your faith might not ſtand in the wiſdom of 

men, 
Luke i. 5. * 1 Cor. ü. 5. | 
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men, but in the power of. God.” And ſurely 


this well deſerves to be always kept in remem- 
brance. | 

And can you forget the pains they took in 
expounding the word of God : the diligence, 
the holy {kill and integrity with which they 


opened the deſign of each ſacred book; not 


only explaining the ſignification, the force and 


beauty of particular phraſes, but the con- 


nexion of one paſſage with another, and the 
drift of the whole? Shall the manner ja 
which this ſervice has been adapted to reach 
the conſcience, and mend the heart, be for- 
gotten ? Forbid it wiſdom ! forbid it grati- 
tude! Let this labour of love recommend the 
ſcriptures to your attentive peruſal. Call to 
mind the general principles they have laid 
down for the more profitable ſtudy of them; 
and let the recollection of thoſe particular re- 
marks they have made, ſo far as you are able 


to recolle& them, engage you to read thoſe 


parts they have expounded with more profit 
and delight. 

Let me beg, Sirs, that you will often call to 
mind the great articles of the word of God, 
which they have ſpoken unto you. Let it 
never be forgotten that they have laboured to 
give you juſt views of God, as the foundation 


of all true religion; of, his adorable excellen- 
2 cies 
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cies and perfeQions, and of his univerſal gos 


vernment, bath natural and moral: that at the 


ſame time they have warned you not to reſt in 
ſpeculation, or lay any ſtreſs, in this or in any 
other caſe, upoh the beſt ſet of opinions ; but 
have urged it, as an article of univerſal and in- 
finite importance, that you ſhould fear, and 
love, and worſhip God; ſhould devote your- 
felves to his ſervice with all your hearts, and 
pay unlimited obedience to his commands 
ſhould place your truſt and confidence in him, 
and reſign to his diſpoſals without reſerve ; 
ſhould live to him as your higheſt end, and 


Chooſe and delight in him as your fupreme 


happineſs. —Remember that they have ſpoken 


to you the word of God concerning his ſon 


Jeſus Chriſt out Lord: that they have faith- 
fully and tenderly repreſented the folly, ingra- 
titude, and danger of fin, and have ſolemnly 
warned the ſinner to fly from the wrath to 
come : that they . have pointed out the Lord 
Jeſus- Chriſt, ** whom God hath ſet forth 
as a propitiation through faith in his blood, as 
* the only name under heaven, given among 
men, whereby we muſt be ſaved; and have 
taught you to regard his interceſſion as the ſolid 


and only foundation of hope in all your devo- 


tional intercourſe with the Father. Call to mind 
the 


2 Rom. i. 3, 7 Rom. iii, 25, Adds iv. 13. 


19 
the affection with which they ſpake af the 
mercy of God, and the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as ſubjects which melted and delighted 
their hearts, gave a ſpring to every active prin- 


ciple of their fouls, and infpired them with 
| heavenly hopes.——Let it be well conſidered; 


that while they * preached Chriſt, they warned 
every man, and taught every man in all wiſdom, 
that they might preſent every man perfect in 
Chriſt Jeſus : that they taught you to obſerve 


all things, whatever he hath commanded, and 


have particularly explained the nature and ne- 


ceſſity of © repentance towards God, and faith 


in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. You have often 
been told, that religion is an inward vital 
principle ; and that it will have the moſt ex- 
tenſive influence: that it will controul and 
ſubdue every irregular appetite and paſſion z 
will kindle in the foul pious and kind affec- 
tions; will infallibly engage to the practice of 
every divine, ſocial, and perſonal virtue; will 
ſecure the ſtrict diſcharge of relative duties; 


will raiſe a man above mean and ſelfiſh views 


and inſpire his heart with a zeal to do good: 
You have been reminded, that the * Goſpel 
* teaches us to deny ungadlineſs and worldly 
luſts ; to live ſoberly, EY ud goal in 

the 
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the preſent world, looking for the bleſſed hope 
and the glorious appearance of the great 
God ;” and to have our converſation in 
heaven.” Think of theſe things, Sirs, that 
** your converſation may be as becometh the 
Goſpel,” and that you may * ©* adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all things. 
Among other important articles, remember 
they have ſpoken unto you the conſolations 
of God's word: have given you moſt affecting 
repreſentations of the love of God; the care 
and faithfulneſs of Chriſt; and the glorious 
privileges of the goſpel covenant, as the ſecu- 
rity and joy of all ſincere Chriſtians in every 
imaginable circumſtance of life or death. Re- 
collect, how ſkilfully they opened and applied 
the promiſes of Scripture ; in how rational a 
manner they explained the office. of the 
bleſſed Spirit, and what encouragement they 
gave you from the word of God to ſeek and 
hope for his enlightening, ſtrengthening and 
comforting influences. His promiſed aids 
were their own ſupport and joy; and it was 
their frequent prayer that tlie God of peace 
would ſanctify you wholly, - that your whole 
ſpirit, ſoul, and body, might be enn 
blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord ;” and 


that the God of a would fill you with joy 
a and 
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and peace in believing, that you might abound 
in hope through the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt.” 
Once more, remember how they have 
ſpoken unto you the word of God: with what 
clearneſs; what ſeriouſneſs; what earneſt- 
neſs; what conſtant attention to the charac- 
ters, the circumſtances, the capacities, the 
taſte and reliſh, the ſentiments and prejudices 
of their hearers; and with what apparent 
concern to bring it home to your caſes and 
conſciences. Did an attentive hearer ever 
doubt whether they believed and felt and re- 
liſhed what they ſaid; or ſuſpe&t them of 
having any other aim than the honour of 
their divine maſter, and the edification and 
ſalvation of fouls? Bear it, Sirs, in mind that 
they have * « exhorted and comforted and 
charged every one of you, (as a farther doth 
his children) that you would walk worthy of 
God, who hath called you to his kingdom and 
glory ;” and that, „being affectionately de- 
firous of you, they ſpake as if they were wil- 
ling to impart to you, not the goſpel of God 
only, but alſo their own ſouls, becauſe ye were 
dear to them.” I proceed to remark, that 

3. Another inſtance of regard, which the 
Apoſtle requires a people to ſhew to their de- 
ceaſed miniſters, is an imitation of their faith. 


= Whoſe 
& 1 Thef. ii. 12. ib. 8. 


OS —— ¹-Bgßæ—— . ets —— Pre = 


Cw Þ | 

Whoſe faith follow. Labour, my friends, to 
gain ſuch clear evidence, and ſuch lively ap- 
prehenſions of the great principles of religion, 
as produced the excellent diſpoſitions of their 
hearts, and guided and animated their conduct. 
—— ® «© You believe in God, believe alſo in 
his Son.” It was the great article of their 
faith, that * God ſo loved the world, that he 
ſent his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life :” and the joy of their hearts 
that they could ſay, * I know in whom Þ 
have believed, and I am perſuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him againſt that day.” ——Imitate that 
ſteady truſt in God, built on a firm belief of 
his univerſal government, his all-ſufficiency to 
all imaginable purpoſes, and his everlaſting 
fidelity to his covenant and promiſe, which 
kept their minds perpetually ſerene and chear- 
ful :—and labour to attain and preſerve thoſe 
lively views of inviſible and future realities, 
by which they were ſo apparently governed 

and ſupported, 5 | 
But the word we render faith might have 
been tranſlated fadelity. So it is often ren- 
dered ; and it is probable this is the idea of 
the text, fince fidelity is rather a more proper 
* 99950 
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object of imitation than faith. Be con- 
cerned, my friends, to imitate that ſtrict in- 
tegrity and honour, which engaged all their 
ſriends to repoſe an - almoſt unlimited confi- 
dence in them. Copy their punQuality, 
which, when any ſervice was undertaken, 
made. a point of doing more than was pro- 
miſed or expected, rather than leſs ; ſooner, 
than later Imitate that ſincere friendſhip, 
which all experienced to whom any pro- 
feſſions of friendſhip were made; that faith- | 
fulneſs which ſcorned to flatter, which would ] 
not ſuffer fin upon a neighbour; and, while | 
it kept perfectly clear of a pragmatical, im- 
pertinent, and meddleſome conduct, ſuggeſted | 
wholeſome advice, and adminiſtered needful 
reproof in the moſt tender and obliging man- 
ner,——Imitate that ſtrict regard to principle, 
which never would ſuffer them to offer the 
leaſt violence to their underſtandings and 
conſciences in matters of religion, on any 
conſideration :——and let their faithfulneſs to 
the great truſt you repoſed in them, when 
you called them to preſide over you, and 
ſpeak to you the word of God, and the un- 
| wearied and honeſt pains they have taken for 
TY your improvement and ſalvation, teach you 
fidelity to the fouls committed to your care. 
D's Chae 
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Characters like theſe ſhine by their own 
luſtre. To be admired, it is enough that they 
be ſeen; eſpecially that they be ſeen in real 
life. It may, therefore, ſeem unneceſſary to 
ſay any thing to recommend the imitation of 
them. But to admire and to imitate are two 
very different things. We can ſcarce forbear 
the one, when we may be little inclined to 
the other. Have patience with me then, nor 
think it needleſs that, having pointed out 
your duty, I attempt in a few words to illuſ- 
trate, 

Thirdly, the motive by which theſe re- 
gards are enforced. Conſidering the end of 
their converſation. 

The end which faithful miniſters propoſe 
to themſelves in preaching and living is the 
glory of God; * that « Chriſt may be mag- 
nified in them, whether it be by life or by 
death ;” and that immortal ſouls may be 
„ built up in knowledge and faith, in holi- 
neſs, uſefulneſs, and comfort unto eternal 
ſalvation.” It is their ſtudy, that they 
may ſhew themſelves approved unto God; 
and if they may but * finiſh their courſe 
with joy, and the miniſtry which they have 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 


goſpel of the grace of God, nothing elſe 
will 


* 
2 
* 
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will greatly move them.” Important end! 
glorious object indeed! To confider how 
much this was the aim of thoſe who 
have ſpoken unto you the word of Gods 
ſhould endear their memory, and powerfully 
engage you to imitate their fidelity. And all 
this might well enough be underſtood to. be 
included in the ſignification of the Engliſh 
word end; or of ſome Greek words, which 
are commonly tranſlated by it: but that 
which the Apoſtle uſes in the text properly 
ſignifies the iſſue, event or exit of any thing; 
and is never uſed for the object of a perſon's 
aim. By the word converſation we may moſt 
naturally underſtand the courſe and tenor of a 
man's life. 

The import, then, of the Apoſtles's exhor- 
tation is this, Conſider the event and iflue of 
their lives; what conſequences have ariſen 
from the manner in which they have ordered 
their converſation. 

It is a diſtreſſing thought, but may -be re- 
collected with advantage to the purpoſe in 
hand, that their converſation is ended: Their 
labours are finiſhed ; their courſe is run : they 
will miniſter unto you in holy things no more, 
and you can no more give them thoſe proofs 
of your love and gratitude, which you have 

for- 
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formerly given, and would greatly rejoice if 
you could till give them. This is your grief; 
it pierces and rends your hearts. But did 
you love them ? are you new more ſenſible of 
their worth and the tenderneſs of your af- 
feftion for them, than while they were 
living ? Remember the word of God, 
which they have ſpoken, and imitate their 
faith. This is' the beſt expreſſion of your 
love: thus you may ſtill profit by them, 
though you will hear their voice, and enjoy 
their converſe and inſtructive example no 
more; thus you may recompence the ſorrow 
which the apprehended want of uſefulneſs 
gave them, while they were in this world: 
It will afford them joy even in heaven, if 
they may be permitted to know that their 
death has, by the bleſſing of God, been 
uſeful; and that the ſeeds of divine in- 
ſtruction, which they ſcattered, and which 
they feared were buried and loſt, have 
ipryng up in fruits of 2 ſince 1 
were laid in the grave. 

But the text more particularly calls us to 
attend to the manner in which their converſa- 
tion ended. Permit me here to remind you 
of a few important circumſtances. And 

1. Conſider how honourably their conver- 
ſation has ended with reſpect to themſelves. 

„ Bad 
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Bad as the world is, perſons of thorough and 
conſiſtent goodneſs will be beloved and ho- 
noured. If they who preſide in the church 
act up to their character, they will be highly 
eſteemed for their work's ſake. If they take 


pains to diſcharge the duties of their office well, 


and appear to be in earneft in their work: if 
they * ſet at defiance ** the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, not 
handling the word of God deceitfully, but by 
manifeſtation of the truth commend them- 
ſelves to every man's conſcience in the fight of 
God:” if a vein of piety and benevolence 
runs through their whole lives, and they pre- 
ſerve an eaſy dignity of behaviour at all times, 
and in all companies : if prudence, and mo- 
deration, and candour appear in their whole 
conduct: if they employ their intereſt to 
conciliate the minds of Chriſtians to each 
ather, and inſtead of priding themſelves in 
the favour and partiality ſhewn to themſelves, 
take pains to fupport the character, the uſe- 
fulneſs, and the comfort of their brethren : 
if they treat thoſe that differ from them with 
kindneſs and reſpect, and in all their conver- 
fation breathe a peaceable and catholick tem- 
per: in a word, if the tenor of their conduct 
is directed to do good, and to * give no offence 

| to 
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to any, that the miniſtry may not be blamed : 
——theſe articles will be obſerved, and re- 
ported to their honour. By ſuch conduct 
prejudice is ſoftened, ill-will is melted down, 
ſlander is filenced, and“ they who are of the 
contrary part are aſhamed, having no evil 
thing to. ſay. Miniſters of this character 
commonly meet ith few flights, and little 
oppoſition ; they ' have the good word and 
good wiſhes of perſons of different denotnina- 
tions, and derive reputation to their own. 
They are eſteemed, revered, and honoured 
while they live, and their death is the cauſe 
of general mourning. The ſtranger pays 
the tribute of a good word, and drops an ho- 
neſt tear, while neither words nor tears can 
expreſs the ſorrows of more intimate men 
tance and friends. 

It may be thought ſelfiſh ns mean to pay a 
great regard to this conſideration ; but ſurely 
ſome degree of concern about our reputation 
is an allowable and laudable principle. It is 
certainly a deſirable thing to live on good terms 
with the world around us, and to be eſteem- 
ed, eſpecially by the wiſe and good. So to act 


our parts in life, as not to be miſſed when we 
retire 
Tit. u. 8. 
= See this ſubject repreſented with great juſtice and ſpirit by 
Dr. Kippis, in his funeral ſermon for the late Rev. Mr, Laugher 
of Hackney. | 
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retire from it, is ſurely what we cannot wiſh; 
what we cannat endure. If, on the other 
hand, to live in the higheft eſteem, and die 
univerfally lamented, be at all the obje& of 
defire, remember them who have had the 
rule over you, and imitate their faith, con- 
ſidering the end of their converſation,” that ſo 
you may ſhare the like honour, living and 
dying, with them. 

Hut this topic may ſuggeſt more generous 
motives.——Let me call upon you to con- 
ſider, ; 

2 The tendency of their converſation to do 
good, and the benefits which have ariſen from 
it to others. 

The beſt of miniſters boon indeed, la- 
mented that their ſucceſs has not been equal 
to their wiſhes and hopes, and it is to be 
feared that they who have ſpoken to you the 
word of God, may have had cauſe for this 
complaint. Conſider, Sirs, * „you that would 
none of their counſel, and 'defpiſed all their 
reproof,” is it not a grievous thing to have 
neglected, and now to have loſt ſuch excel- 
lent means of - converſion ? Is it not dreadful 
to think that your miniſters, after having 
often lamented your inattention, and poured 
forth their prayers for you with aching 
| E hearts 
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hearts and ſtreaming eyes, are now gone to 
their maſter; and obliged, in vindication of 
themſelves and of him, to give witneſs againſt 
you: how faithfully they have pleaded his 
cauſe, and utged his claim to you ;. how- ten- 
derly they have repreſented the compaſſion of 
Chriſt; how awfully they have pointed. out 
death, judgement, and eternity ; how affec- 
tionately they have charged. and intreated you 
to conſider the worth and the danger of your 
ſouls : and all. to no purpoſe. Are there not 
others of you who formerly were of very im- 
perfect and dubious characters; who have 
been careleſs and lived at random, or cenſori- 
ous and uncharitable ; fond of dangerous plea- 
ſures or unfair gains; negligent of the wor- 
ſhip of God in your families, and the religious 
education of your children: and who are fo 
ſtill, after all the plain and faithful admoni- 
tions, inſtructions and exhortations which 
have been addreſſed to you on theſe heads? Is 
it nothing to you that another * burning and 
ſhining light, in which for a ſeaſon ye rejoic- 
ed,” is, in regard to you, unprofitably con- 
ſumed, and is now extinguiſhed. I make nd 
apology for this freedom of ſpeech : the caſe 
is too ſad, the occaſion and the ſtate of my 

mind too ſolemn, to admit of compliment. 
Yet 
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Yet I hope better things of many of you. I 
believe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth not ſuffer 
any of his faithful miniſters to labour entirely 


in vain; and JI am perſuaded this has not been 


the caſe of thoſe, who have ſpoken to you the 
word of God. Have not many ignorant per- 
ſons been inſtructed by them, and many wan- 
dering ſheep returned to the biſhop and ſhep- 
herd of fouls ? a bleſſed work! of which an 
inſpired Apoſtle ſpeaks with raptures? Know 
ye, ſays he, that he that converteth a ſinner 
from the error of his way ſhall fave a ſoul from 
death, and ſhall hide a multitude of fins.” 
Have not the things which were ready to 
die been ſtrengthened ;” and many perſons 
been enabled to live and die with more honour 
and comfort, in conſequence of their faithful 
pains with them in publick and in private ? 
It were uncharitable to make it a queſtion 
whether you are not, as a ſociety, become 
more intelligent and judicious, ſerious and 
exemplary, more firmly united in brotherly 
love to each other, and more candid towards. 
thoſe who differ from you ; and whether the 
riſing generation are not formed to act their 
part in life with ſome diſtinguiſhed degree of 
reputation, uſefulneſs and comfort. 

E 2 Now 
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- Now if the converſation of à miniſter pro- 
tins ſuch excellent effects, furely their people 
ſhould attentively conſider it; and be thereby 
engaged in their proper ſtations to imitate their 
faith, and to purſue the courſe ** l. ah 
ſo bleſſed an iſſue! * 


My ſabje& might naturally lead me to men- 
tion the comfortable end of their converſation. 
One is inclined to expect it would cloſe with 
peaceful reflexions, and joyful proſpetts : : that 
thoſe who have employed their lives in fpeak- 
ing the word of God, would bear teſtimony | to 
its truth and worth with their dying lips: that 
they would ſpend their laſt moments in inſtruc- 
tive and comfortable diſcourſe with their 
friends ; renewing, in thoſe circumſtances of 
peculiar adyantage, their advices and charges, 
and diſplaying in their conduct the power and 
the conſolations of religion. Such the dying 
behaviour of eminent chriſtians, both miniſters 
and others, has often been; and it well de- 
ſerves to be conſidered, as nothing can be bet- 
ter adapted to impreſs the careleſs, or eſtab- 
liſh and comfort their pious ſurvivors. But 
the- great head of the church is ſometimes 
pleaſed to prevent all this, by the manner and 
circumſtances of their death from whom we 


might be moſt ready to hope for it; as in the 


preſent caſe, by that affecting ſtroke of his pro- 
5 vidence 
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| vidence, which deprives you and myſclf of the 


confolation-and benefit of enlarging on this con- 
fideration. Let me beg, however, that in the view 
I am now recommending, you would conſider, : 
3. The glorious ſtate on which they entered 
when their converſation with us came to an 


end. Bat here my tongue and my imagination 


fail me. I cannot deſcribe, I cannot concave 
the joy of a glorified ſpirit in the moment it is 
ſet at liberty from the incumbrance of fleſh 
and blood, from ſin, and ſotrow, and temp- 
tation: with what tranſport it flew to its 
kindred ſpirits; not now like thoſe it once 


loved and admired, but purified, inlarged and 


rendered every way more excellent by a long 
reſidence in heaven: — how it was received 
and congratulated by Angels, thoſe kind and 
happy and glorious beings, who are aſſigned its 
intimate and eternal aſſociates. how it ex- 
ults in the preſence of him * whom it loved, 
when yet it had not ſeen him, and in whom it 
even then rejoiced with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory : ——what extaſy it felt when 
God the judge of all ſaid to it, Well done, 
thou good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord :” what full ſatisfac - 
tion will ſpring up thro' the endleſs ages of e- 
ternity from contemplating the divine conduct 
towards it, and the exerciſe of the moſt vigo- 
rous 
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rous love and thankfulneſs to him that ſits up- 
on the throne, and to the Lamb: - or what new 
delight may ariſe from the ſucceſſive arrival of 
thoſe, who, having been “ its hope and joy 
here, ſhall be a crown of rejoicing in the pre- 


ſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Theſe things 


ſurpaſs the language and the imagination of 
mortals : but this we know, they that be 
wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment, and thoſe that have turned many to 
righteouſneſs as the ſtars for ever and ever,” * 
Tranſporting thought! who can lament the 
loſs of a friend fo highly honoured, ſo com- 
pleatly bleſſed! who would not wiſh to re- 
member and imitate a converſation, the end of 
which is ſo glorious! | 


And now, my friends, having finiſhed the 
plan at firſt propoſed, I preſume you will expect 
that ſomething be ſaid in particular, concern- 


ing your late excellent paſtor. But, as to this, I 


have in a great meaſure prevented myſelf. For 
though in conformity with the language of the 
text, I have all along ſpoken of them, as of 
ſeyeral perſons ; and no doubt there have been 


many to whom your regards are due, and to 


whom the principal things I have ſaid may be 
. juſtly applied: yet you muſt have obſerved, 
| | that 
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that T have principally had in in my eye. 1 
am perſuaded that the painting, however coarſe 
and imperfect, has preſerved a likeneſs, which 
all of you muſt have diſcerned. And J am ſure 


you can witneſs, that though every feature and 
line has been taken from the life, yet had the 


portrait been compleat, it muſt have been great- 
ly heightened and have received many additio- 
nal beauties. As far as I have endeavoured to 
draw his character, it hath not been with a 
view to embelliſh it; but merely to aſſiſt 
your improvement of that ſad event, by which 
you are deprived of him : and ſhould this at- 
tempt ſucceed, a higher teſtimonial will be 
given to his worth, than any tongue or pen 
can give. Your peaceful and friendly, your 
holy and uſeful, your ſpiritual and heavenly 


lives, will be the beſt panegyrick, the moſt 


valuable and honourable monument to his me- 
mory. | 

A few hints concerning his hiſtory may ne- 
vertheleſs, be proper to gratify a curioſity 
which is natural, and at the ſame time fur- 


niſh ſeaſonable inſtruction. The Rev. Mr. Sa- 


muel Clark had the honour to deſcend from a 
family which for many generations had been 
eminent for learning and piety. Mr. Samuel 
Clark of Bennet Fink, the hiſtorian, author of 
Select Lives, the Marrow of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſ- 


tory 
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toryz and ſevetal other valuable pieces, and 


Mr. Samuel Clark of Ayleſbury, author of the 


Annotations on Scripture, were his anceſtors, 
*The Rev. Dr. Samuel Clark of St. Albans, 
bis father, was in every view a very amiable, 
and a great, man. Among many excellent 
qualities he was remarkable. for the pains he 
_ with the young people under his paſtoral 
Hence we may eaſily conclude he paid 
— attention ta the education of his 
own children; eſpecially of this fon, who was 
early. inclined. and devoted to the mipiſtry. 
From being under the care of a very wile and 
pious and learned father, he came, furniſhed 
with good ſtores of claſſical learning, maxims 
of prudence and principles of religion, to the 
academy at Northampton under the direction 
of the Rev. Dr. Doddridge. The intimate 
friendſhip which had long ſubfiſted between 
the families ſecured him every advantage he 
could enjoy under a moſt able and affectionate 
tutor. His father lived to ſee him enter on 
the miniſtry in a manner which no doubt re- 
vived and delighted his heart, tho' he was far 
advanced in years and bowed down with infir- 
mities. On the concluſion of his ſtudies, Mr. 


Clark was choſen by his tutor to afliſt him in the 
; | buſt- 


ges Dr. Doddridge's Sermon for Dr. Clare in the 3d vol. of 
his Sermons and Tracts, -=_ p. 256 and p. 263. note. 
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buſineſs of the academy, and in little more 
than a year, when that great and good man 


was obliged to refire on account of his health, 


he committed the care both of his academy 
and congregation to him. The 'manner in 
which he diſchatged this truſt not only gave 
general ſatisfaction, but greatly ſurprized all 
who were acquainted with him, and raiſed the 
higheſt idea of his talents, and the . excellent 
diſpoſitions of his heart . When the acade- 
my was removed to Daventry, he kindly con- 
tinued as afliſtant in it for five years; and I 


take pleaſure in acknowledging in this publick 


manner, that his friendſhip, his abilities, and 
his prudent counſels were of eſſential ſervice, 
and mainly contributed to the reputation and 
ſucceſs, whatever they have been, with which 
that inſtitution has been conducted. 

From thence he removed to this place : + 
and here I may naturally cloſe the detaii. 
I need not tell you, * that the heart of 
his colleague hath ſafely truſted in him ; 
and that they have lived together, for more 

F than 


„During the Doctor's abſence from home, and uſing the pre- 
{ſcribed means for the reſtoration of his health, he often mention- 
ed it to his friends as a ſingular happineſs that God had given 
him an aſſiſtant, (My. Clark) to hom he could chearfully conſign 
the care of his academy and r ; and (as he expreſſeth 
it in a letter to a friend from Briſtol) «© whoſe great prudence and 
*« wiſe diſpoſition of affairs made him quite eaſy as to both.” 
Mr. Orton's Life of Dr. Doddridge, 8vo p. 339. 

+ At Midſummer, 1757. * Prov. xxxi. 11. 
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than twelve years, in the moſt entire har- 
mony, friendſhip, and confidence. I need 
not tell you, how he preached the word, was 
inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon: what pains 
he took to know the ſtate of his flock, and how 
aſſiduouſly he attended to all the cafes which 
might more eſpecially demand a paſtor's care: 
how conſtantly and affectionately he attended 
the ſick; how diligently he ſought out the diſtreſ- 
fed, how liberally he imparted to them of the 
ſubſtance with which God had bleſſed him; and 
with what ſpirit he entered into all fchemes of 
publick charity, eſpecially for the relief of the 
ſick, and the inſtruction of the poor. I need 
not tell you, with how much condeſcenſion and 


- affability he, who was courted by the learned 


and polite ; and knew how to reliſh their com- 
pany, converſed with the pooreſt and moſt 
illiterate perſons; eſteeming thoſe, as I have 
often heard him ſay, his happy days, which 
he ſpent in diſcourſing with them on religious 
ſubjects with a freedom, which ſome perfons 
in higher life are neither inclined to uſe nor 
allow. I hope, I need not remind you who 
are entering upop the world, what variaus 
ſchemes he formed for your benefit, or the 
prudence and reſolution with which he car- 
ried them into execution; the youth of the 

ſociety, 


2 Tim. iv. 2. 
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ſociety, what pains he beſtowed in catechiſing 
you ; or you, children, of the obliging and in- 
ſtructive notice he took of you, when occafion- 
ally viſiting your parents. How much do you 
owe to ſuch a miniſter ? how dear ſhould his 
memory be to you ? how thankful ſhould you 
be that he was fixed amongſt you? I need not 
obſerve in this place, that his general conver- 
ſation was admirably calculated to do good : 
that he was always modeſt and humble, but 
never mean; that a decent chearfulneſs and a 
flow of good nature appeared in his familiar 
viſits, without ever ſinking below his character; 
ſo that it might ſeem impoſſible for his ac- 
quaintance either not to love, or not to reve- 
rence him. You muſt have remarked his caty 
natural manner of introducing inſtructive and 
ferious hints; ſo that a perſon muſt be grievoul- 
ly wanting to himſelf, who ſpent an hour in . 
his company without being the wiſer and the 
better : that it appeared to be his concern, 
wherever he was, to be doing good ; and his 
delight, when an opportunity oftered, whoever 
was the object of it. 

His genius was ſolid and good : his under- 
ſtanding was clear; his judgment ſtrong 3 
his memory faithful : his paſſions were natu- 
rally cool, and were brought under the moſt 
exact regulation: his affections were warm, and 


F 2 his 


his heart ſuſceptible of the tendereſt PREY 
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ments: his diligence, reſolution, and perſeve- 
rance were uncommonly great: his knowledge 
of the world was ſo extenſive and exact, his 
penetration ſo great, his heart ſo honeſt, his 
friendſhip ſo ſincere, and his tongue under 
ſuch wiſe command, that he was conſulted by 
his friends in the moſt intricate and de- 
hicate affairs; and I will venture to ſay, they 
never repented of the confidence they repoſed 
in him, and generally ſaw reaſon to follow his 
advice. His uſefulneſs in this reſpe& cannot 
be eſtimated. How many perſons will be cut 
to the heart by addreſſing to them the pro- 


phet's queſtion, *** Is thy counſeller periſhed ?” 


This uncommon ſagacity was attended with 
the greateſt generoſity, and the niceſt ſenſe of 
honour ; ſo that I may affirm he was never ſuſ- 
pected of meanneſs, artifice or cunning, In 
the character of a ſon, and a brother, he was 


- a finiſhed model. His conduct as a miniſter, I 


have had occaſion to mention in various views; 
but have not been able in any of them to do 
him juſtice, as you well know. Such were 
the grounds of that hearty eſteem, that tender 
affection, that lively gratitude, that high re- 
gard and veneration, on account of which J 


am perſuaded I may apply to many of you, as 


' juſtly as to any Chriſtians in modern times, the 


| ſtrong 
* Mic. iv. 9. 


. 
ſtrong words of the Apoſtle Paul, ' I bear 


you record that, if it had been poſſible, you 
. would have plucked out your own eyes, and 


have given them to him :” and you well know 
that his cares, his influence, his uſefulneſs and 


| eſteem. were not confined to this congregation ; 


but reached to perſons and ſocieties in the 
neighbourhood, and even to a great diſtance. 
In a word, a perſon of his years ſo wiſe, ſo 
uſeful, fo highly eſteemed, ſo univerſally la- 
mented, I never knew, and I believe has ſel- 
dom been known. 

That his years were ſo few, that he was 
cut off in the prime of his life and uſeſulneſs, 
and in ſuch an awful * manner, are to us matter 
of unfeigned and bitter lamentation. But let 


us be ſilent, conſidering “ that God hath done 


This affliction was brought upon us by 
wha we call an accident: many circumſtan- 

© which led to it, were as contingent and for- 
tuitous as any we can imagine; and it is natu- 
ral to reflect had this been done, or that 
« omitted, our loſs had been prevented.” But 
are not accidents as much under the direction 


> of 


lle was flung from his horſe in one of the ſtreets of Birming- 
ham, on Lord's day morning, Dec. 3, as he. was ſetting out to 
preach to a * at Oldbury, which he and his colleague, 
the Rev. Mr. Howell, alternately ſupplied. -He languiſhed un- 
der the effects of his fall for three days, but. was very little, if at 
all, ſenſible during the whole time. 


I Gal. iv, 15. © Pſal. xxxix, 9. 


1 
of providence, as diſeaſes? If a ſparrow fall 
not to the ground without our Father ; ſurely 
the death of a man, by which ſo many impor- 
tant connexions are broken, and the probation 
of an immortal creature brought. to a cloſe, 1s 
an affair of too great moment to be overlooked 
by him: leaſt of all, are we to imagine he was 


unconcerned when a good man fell; one by 


whoſe death hundreds of God's faithful ſervants 
and dear children are grieved and ſuffer great- 
ly, the cauſe of religion is deeply affected, a 
lamentable breach is made in the church, and 
the world is deprived of a perſon who bid as 
fair for being extenſively uſeful for many years, 
as any character we have known. This was 
occaſioned by an accident. But are we, there- 
fore, to think it the work of chance ? Did 
it fall out without the. approbation and ap- 
pointment of God ? Was it an overſight in 
the great Governor of the world, and was 
he inattentive-when it happened ? What 
notions can we then have of providence ? 
or what truſt can we place in it, if accidents 
like this are not within its. plan, and under the 
direction of an allwiſe and gracious God ? and 


if they are, let us hold our peace and ſubmit. 


* « His ways are right.” This is a dark and 
myſterious diſpenſation ; but it cannot be wrong. 
Ile may indeed be diſpleaſed, and mean to 
| chaſtiſe 

n Mat. x. 29. 0 Ho. xiv. . 
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chaſtiſe us: it is proper, therefore, to ſay, 
© ſhow us wherefore thou contendeſt with us;“ 
to enquire what each of us may have done to 
forfeit ſo great a bleſſing and incur ſuch a 
heavy correction. The manner of his death 
gives every ſenfible heart a particular ſhock. 
But here too let us acquieſce. Of what im- 
portance is it, in what way a good man goes 
to heaven ? If the foul be but ſafe, it is below 
the magnanimity of a Chriſtian to be much 
concerned about the little circumſtances of the 
time and place and manner of his death? much 
leſs can we ſuppoſe they are recolleted with 
regret, by a ſpirit that is ſafely arrived: and, 
as the great Mr. Howe obſerves, * if God be 
pleaſed, and the glorified creature pleaſed, who 
are we that we ſhould be diſpleaſed ? 

You have indeed much cauſe to mourn; I 
muſt however call upon you, the members of 
this congregation, to engage in an act of praiſe. 
Bleſs God that you are not * like ſheep not 
having a ſhepherd.” Be thankful that the life 
of your other dear and honoured paſtor, tho 
often threatened, 1s ſtill continued. Pity him, 
and carry it tenderly to him, under that load 
of ſorrow, which has rendered him incapable 
of aſſiſting you on this occaſion ; the only con- 

ſideration 
 *® Howe's life prefixed to his works, p. 34. 
p Mark vi. 32. 
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ſideration which could have engaged me to 
attempt it. Endeavour by all the tokens of 
kindneſs and reſpe& to relieve his mind, and 
make his labours among you pleaſant and ufe- 
ful. 

In the choice of a colleague to him proceed 
with coolneſs, deliberation and unanimity. 
Let every one follow the things which make 
for peace, and conſult the good of the whole, 
without any undue concern for the gratifica- 
tion of his own inclination and taſte. Nothing 
would have grieved your late paſtor more than 
the apprehenſion of diſcord in the choice of a 
ſucceſſor. Shew that you have profited by 
the example he ſet you of caution, moderation 
and publick ſpirit. 

By conſidering your loſs, by obſerving your 
countenances, by reflecting on my own feel- 
ings, I know your ſorrow exceeds expreſſion. 
I pity you, and demand your pity. None but 
my own heart and he who ſearcheth it know 
what I have loſt, and what I feel. But let us 
remember, the conſolations of God are not ſmall. 
The Apoſtle ſuggeſts 4 noble ſupport under 
ſorrows of every kind in the words that follow 
my text. ** Jeſus Chriſt is yeſterday, to-day, 
* and for ever the ſame.” Tho! friends and 
kindred, tho' the moſt valuable members of 
the church and its moſt uſeful miniſters, die, 

4 ; the 
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the. Chriſtian Religion is the ſame, and may 
ſtill adminiſter thoſe ſafe directions and ſolid 
ſupports, which ſincere believers have derived 
from it in every age. Chriſt has the ſame re- 
gard for his church and people he ever had. 
He who employed and furniſhed and bleſſed 
the miniſters we lament, can raiſe up others 
with equal talents ; or, with inferior abilities, 
can render them equally uſeful. To him let 


—  w , 
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: us ſeek ; on him let us rely; in him let us 
: rejoice ; and aſcribe to him, as the moſt wiſe 
: and gracious head of the church, bleſſing and 
R honour, and glory, and power, for ever and 
ever. Amen |! | 

1 2 Rev. v. 13. 
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Delivered at the Interment of the late 
Rev. Mr. CLaxx, Dec. 13, 1769. 
Chriſtian Friends ! 


E are now met together to lodge the 
mortal remains of our dear deceaſed 
brother in the houſe appointed for all living: 
many of us, perhaps, to drop the parting tear 
into his bed of duſt, deeply ſorrowing that we 
ſhall ſee his face no more. As nothing can be 
faid, or done by us to augment his happineſs, 
+ what remains is to preſent you with ſome re- 
flections ſuggeſted by the affecting breach 
: made upon us by this mournful event: and to 
theſe reflections I now crave your candid and 
ſerious attention. | 
The language of the ſacred oracles is, 17 is 
appointed unto men once to die. Heb. ix. 27. 
The obſervation and experience of thouſands of 
years 
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years have convinced us of the ſtability of. 
the decree, aſſuring us that fe itſelf is even 
a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and. 
then vaniſbeth away. The repugnance which 
nature feels to a diflolution of the preſent 
frame, makes the decree, at firſt view, appear 
harſh and ſevere. Why ſhould the life of 
man be limited by threeſcore years and ten ? 
Why ſhould death be permitted to put a pe- 
riod to our preſent enjoyments, and to diſſolve 
thoſe pleaſing connections of friendſhip which 
have been formed in life, and have been the 
ſource of it's chief happineſs ? | 

This difficulty, however great, may be 
ſolved, even by our preſent limited powers of 
reaſon and underſtanding, as we muſt ſee that 
the innumerable ſucceſſions of generations 
which take place in the world, are neceſſary 
for the amplification of the ſcheme of Provi- 
dence in communicating exiſtence, ſenſation, 
and happineſs to an infinitely greater number 
of beings, than if one generation only were to 
occupy the earth. Beſides, as it evidently 
enters into the plan of Providence that this 
ſhould be a ſtate of diſcipline and trial for an- 
other and an eternal world, it is reconcileable 
to reaſon that, when the period of time ne- 
ceſſary for a ſtate of probation is expired, 
| G 2 every 
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every ſubje& of the Divine government ſhould 
be called to the reward of his conduct, and 
to the fruit of his doings : that thoſe, who by 
a patient continuance in well doing, have fought 
for glory, honour, and immortality, might obtain 
eternal life ; but that thoſe who have not obeyed 
the truth, but have obeyed unrighteouſneſs, might 
receive their portion of indignation and wrath. 
But what moſt humbles the pride, and 
mocks the preſent inveſtigations of reaſon ; 
what js the greateſt trial of our faith and con- 
fidence in the wiſdom of the great ruler of 
the world, is ſometimes to ſee the moſt uſeful, 
the moſt defirable, and the moſt important 
life cut off at once, in the very midſt of its 
meridian vigour and glory. Why ſhould the 
poor helpleſs infant be deprived of its tender 
parent? Why ſhould the amiable friend, the 
benevolent heart, the uſeful, the laborious, 
and the faithful miniſter be taken off, by the 
inexorable hand of death, in the midſt of his 
days, and in the midſt of his uſefulneſs ? 
Why ſhould mankind be deprived of the liv- 
ing forms of animated piety, as exhibited in 
the ſhining examples of eminent Chriſtians ? 
Why thould the perſuaſive voice, which de- 
livered the truths of God to liſtening men, be 


in a moment loſt in filence, to be heard no 
more ?. 


( 45 ] 
more? Why ſhould the young and vigorous 
tree, covered with bloſſoms, or laden with 
fruit, be inſtantly cut down, and conſigned to 


corruption ? 
N Theſe are. hard etna which yet muſt 
d occur to diſtreſſed minds; probably to many 
it now preſent: and indeed in the firſt tranſ- . 
| ports of heart-felt grief, the pain arifing from 
d an inability to ſolve theſe doubts and difficul- 
; ties, may be inexpreflible. 
— But even here we are furniſhed with a va- 
Ff riety of conſiderations by the Chriſtian diſ- 
I, penſation, which, if they do not fill us with 
it joy, may yet moderate our ſorrows, and ſup- 
ts port us under them. We may derive ſome” 
e relief here, even from our own ignorance : 
Jy our ignorance of the wiſe ſchemes of Prodi- 
je dence, and of all its remote, but indiſſoluble 
8, connections. Whoever acknowledges the 
* being of God, muſt acknowledge his infinite 
is wiſdom. However pungent then the grief 
? of our ſouls may be, that we ſhall ſee the 
* face, and hear the voice of our dear and de- * 
in ceaſed brother no more, yet it becomes our = 
F: peculiar duty to place an unlimited confidence 
e- in the wiſdom and goodneſs of our heavenly 
be Father; and it becomes our intereſt, and will « 
10 be our belt relief, to look forward to that 


2 bleſſed, 


1 | 
bleſſed, that glorious day, in which He who is 
the reſurrection and the hfe, ſhall come to 
awake the ſleeping duſt which we are now de- 
poſiting here, in order to faſhion it hike unto his 
own glorious body; when that which 21 ſown in 
corruption, ſhall be raiſed in incorruption; that 
which ic ſown in weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed in power ; 
when the mortal ſhall put on immortality, and 
that which 2j corruptible, ſhall put on incorrup- 
tion; even when mortality (ſhall be abſorbed in 
life, and death itſelf ſhall be * up in 
victory. 

Supported by theſe glorious Lache, and 
in the full belief of this peculiar and animat- 
ing doctrine of Chriſtianity, we now commit 
the mortal part of our worthy deceaſed brother 
to this bed of duſt. Sorrow we may: ſorrow 
every heart muſt, under the loſs of ſo uſeful a 
member of the Chriſtian community; fo 
worthy a miniſter of the Chriſtian church. 
But ſtill, let ours be the ſorrow of Chriſtians ; 
let us not ſorrow as thoſe who have no hope con- 
cerning them who are aſleep in Feſus : for if we 
believe that Je/us died and roſe again, even fa 
them, who ſleep in Jeſus, ſhall God bring with 
him for the Lord ſhall deſcend from heaven with 
a ſhout, with the woice of the Archan gel, and 
with the trump of God, when the dead in Chreft 


ſhall 
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ſhall be firſt raiſed, in order to be for ever with 
the Lord. Let us, who ſurvive, remember 
thoſe leſſons which this affecting event of Pro- 
vidence ſhould teach us all; particularly, not to 
depend upon the long continuance of life, but 
to have immediate recourſe to all the duties and 
conſolations of true religion; every day doing 
that we have been ſent into the world to do, 
aſſuredly depending upon it, that in due time 


we ſhall reap, if we faint not. 
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18 HE following Hymn, compoſed. by a 
friend, was ſung after Sermon, and it is 
not doubted that it will be acceptable to the 
readers, and particularly ſo to thoſe for whoſe 
uſe it was drawn up. 
I. | 
WHILE deep diſtreſs invades each heart, 
And forrow guſhes from our eyes, 
Great God, thy powerful aid impart ; 
Teach us thy ways are good and wiſe, 


IT. 
Fain would we bow beneath thy rod, 
And every friend to thee reſign ; 
Thou art our Father and our God, 
And all our dearęſt hopes are thine, 


1 
| by. oe - | | 

| - What tho' we ſee our friends no more; 
= No more attend their pleaſing voice; 


In higher ſtrains they ſill adore, 
And till their fouls in thee rejoice. 


o 


A pious pleaſure fills the mind 
While we reflect on all their ways; 
To think we here ſo oft have join d 
In fervent prayer, in thankful praiſe. 


. . 
Strike deep in ev'ry mournful breaſt, 
O God, the ſolemn truths they ſpoke! 
May our whole lives be thus impreſt, 
And we will %% the awful ſtroke. 
| VI. | 
And may we ſtrive, like him we mourn, 
Each ruder paſſion to controul, 
May equal love and goodneſs burn, 
And take poſſeſſion of the foul ! 
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